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United States National Science Foundation
A general overview of the 
agency’s funding portfolio 
and structure 
• Overview
• Sample (FY23) budget 
• Large projects
• Challenges
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NSF Mission

“To promote the 
progress of science; 
to advance the 
national health, 
prosperity, and 
welfare; to secure 
the national 
defense...”
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Programmatic Directorates and Offices Supporting the 
NSF Mission
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Numbers are 
FY2023 Base

Computer &
Information

Science &
Engineering

(CISE)

Engineering
(ENG)

Geosciences
(GEO)

Mathematical
& Physical
Sciences

(MPS)

Biological
Sciences

(BIO)

STEM
Education

Budget, Finance  
  & Award 

Management
(BFA)

Information
& Resource 

Management
(OIRM)

Social, 
Behavioral

& Economic
 Sciences

(SBE)

$1.660B$1.591B$797.6M$1.036B$844.9M

$309.1M $1.229B (AOAM $463M)(MREFC $187M)

National Science Board
(NSB)

Director
Deputy Director

Office of the
Inspector General

(OIG)

NSB Office

($23.39M)

($5.09M)
Office of Legislative &
Public Affairs (OLPA)

Office of the General Counsel (OGC)

Office of Equity and Civil Rights 
(OECR)

Office of Integrative 
Activities (OIA)

NSF total
$9.771B

Office of International Science 
& Engineering (OISE)

Technology, 
Innovation and 

Partnerships
(TIP)

$664.2M
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Major Research Equipment and Facility Construction

Projects with Total Project Cost > $100M
• Antarctic Infrastructure Recapitalization 
• HL-LHC Detector Upgrades 
• Leadership Class Computing Facility
• Regional Class Research Vessel
• Vera C. Rubin Observatory
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Getting to the MREFC (Construction) Phase
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Source: NSF Research Infrastructure Guide (Dec. 2021) Figure 2.1.3-2

Entry into Design 
Stage does NOT 
imply commitment 
to fund construction



• MOLLER – parity violating Moller (elastic e e) scattering
oCD-1 Dec 2020, CD-2/3 May 2024
oNSF PHY Mid-scale award for specific scope 

• EIC – the Electron Ion Collider
oDOE CD-1 in Jul 2021, CD-3A, …
oProject includes EIC + 1 detector (ePIC)

• Next Generation 0νββ
oDemonstrators: CUOREcino, CUORE, MJD,                       EXO-

EXO-200, KamLAND-Zen, NEMO, …
oDOE 0νββ portfolio review
oLEGEND-200

NSF “joint” Projects in Nuclear Physics
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NSF Appropriations – figure from the AIP
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FY26



Contact us at: 
• Bogdan Mihaila   

bmihaila@nsf.gov 
or call 

  (703)292-8235

• Allena Opper 
aopper@nsf.gov 
or  call 

  (703)292-8958
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